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PARENT ORIENTATION 
SATURDAY, MAY 4TH, 2019 2PM- 5PM AND SATURDAY JUNE 8TH, 2019 

12PM - 2PM 
STEELE CREEK YMCA YOUTH PROGRAM CENTER  

9401 SOUTH TRYON STREET CHARLOTTE, NC 28273 
 

Meet counselors, leaders, and your director, ask questions, and take a tour of camp 
program areas at the 2018 parent orientation on Saturday May 4th 2 PM- 5PMand June 

8th from 12 PM – 2 PM. 
 
 

WELCOME 
The YMCA is the nation’s leader in camping, offering outdoor programming for over 100 years. The YMCA of 
Greater Charlotte serves over 19,000 children in day camp programs each summer and we are excited to 
have your camper experience what the YMCA has to offer.  This year you have the opportunity to be a part of 
the Steele Creek YMCA day camp experience.  You are in for a fun-filled, exciting summer. 
 

BRIEF CAMP DESCRIPTION 
The YMCA Day Camp is located in three locations in the Steele Creek community. Day Camp is located at 
Central Steele Creek Presbyterian Church. Preschool camp is located at Christ the King Church. Our specialty 
camps/ Sport camps are located at Steele Creek Church of Charlotte Berewick Campus.  This YMCA program is 
a small community camp that is ideal for campers to achieve their greatest potential in a small, but growing, 
setting.   
 
At Steele Creek YMCA, our goal is to provide a safe, wholesome, Christian environment for campers to 
experience outdoor adventures and grow physically, mentally and spiritually so that they may achieve their 
greatest God-given potential.  Our focus at day camp is to encourage campers to demonstrate five key 
character traits: Caring, Honesty, Respect, Responsibility and Faith.  Keeping our mission and purpose in the 
forefront allows us to reach our goal of building strong kids, strong families and strong communities. 
 

REGISTRATION  
Camp registration begins February 1st for members and February 15th for non members. Registration and 
payment will take place at the Steele Creek YMCA Branch 2135-A Ayrsley Town Blvd Charlotte, NC 28273. 
Not the Youth Program Center or Central Steele Creek Presbyterian Church. 

 
COMMITMENT TO QUALITY 
The Steele Creek YMCA is a professional organization that sets camping standards in the areas of facilities, 
programs, health and safety, administration and staffing through our Quality Standards.  The purposes of 
these requirements are to ensure that your camper will have a safe, quality and varied camping experience.  
By putting our day camp programs through this process, we confirm our commitment to unique and quality 
programs at the Lincoln County Family YMCA. 

 
STAFFING 
The Steele Creek YMCA is committed first and foremost to the safety of your child.  A YMCA professional 
supervises all day camp staff.  Counselors are recruited through local churches, leadership organizations and 
from high schools and area colleges. We place a serious emphasis on safety standards by offering a 
remarkable counselor to camper ratio and requiring our counselors to complete 40 hours of pre-camp 
training,  including CPR, First Aid, AED and Child Abuse Prevention along with specific training in the areas of 
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FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS/ASSISTANCE  
Financial Assistance or what we formally called, “scholarship,” is available through “My Y Pricing.”  My Y 
Pricing is the YMCA’s rate structure designed to help us fulfill our mission to serve all by being affordable, 
logical and relevant. There are two factors to determine your membership/program rate: the number of 
people in your household (Adults 18yrs + & Children 17yrs and younger) and your annual household income.   
 
In order to verify your annual income we will need to review your current tax return:  1040 line 22 or 1040 
EZ line 4 (we are still accepting returns from 2018).  If you did not file taxes last year, please call 1-800-
829-1040 to receive a free statement of non-filing.  If your current income does not reflect 2017/2018 
1040, please provide your 1040 along with documents that support change in income (ex. Two current pay 
stubs from new job, unemployment documentation, divorce documentation, job separation, etc).   
 

 RETURNED CHECK CHARGES 

There will be a $25.00 charge for any check returned to the Steele Creek YMCA.  After two returned checks, 
we will accept money orders only. Outstanding balances resulting from uncollected returned checks must be 
rectified before the child may enroll or attend any YMCA program. 

 
WHAT TO EXPECT 
Going to summer camp is a very exciting experience for campers and parents. It is very natural for everyone 
to be anxious about the first day of camp and meeting new friends. Hopefully, the following information will 
familiarize everyone with camp procedures and minimize “first-day” anxiety. The Steele Creek YMCA Day 
Camp has well-trained staff that are focused on meeting the needs of individual campers and are committed 
to serving as excellent role models. 
 
Suggestions from “experienced” parent: 

> Dress for the weather. The camp day will continue rain or shine. 
> Campers are very active during camp. Therefore, have your camper wear “play clothes” that can get 
dirty. 
> Your camper will probably come home tired and may need additional rest after a day of high energy 
activities.  
> Label all items with camper’s name including: swimsuits, towels, water bottles and backpacks. 
> Please don’t send valuable clothing or valuable items to camp 
> Make sure all your forms and payments are completed the week prior to attending camp. This will save 
time at check-in. Include camper’s name/and week paying for on all checks. 

 
DAILY PROGRAM 
 

It is important to us that your child has a wonderful “first”, “second”…or “seventh” camp experience. 
Therefore, our goal is to create an atmosphere of trust and friendship so that each camper will feel happy 
and confident at camp. Campers’ activities include but are not limited to: devotion, assemblies, swimming, 
skits/stories, arts & crafts, fitness activities, archery, field trips, sports, games & relays, and character 
development. 
 
We take special care of campers. The program is progressively structured to challenge children according to 
their age. Campers stay with their counselor throughout the entire day. However, YMCA lifeguards as well as 
day camp counselors supervise swim instruction. The program is planned to give children an introduction to a 
wide variety of camp activities, along with providing them the opportunity for creative expression.  

 

 
DAY CAMP SCHEDULE                                            
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LATE PICK-UP/FAILURE TO PICK UP 
Staff is scheduled until 6PM.  However, staff will not leave a camper unattended.  We realize on some 
occasions late pick-up will occur.  We ask that you please call and report if you see that you will be late.  The 
late fee will be dropped for excusable circumstances.  These circumstances will be determined by the camp 
staff or Program Director.  Chronic late pick-up may be grounds for extra fees and/or dismissal from the 
program.  In the event that you or someone fails to pick up your child, the following will happen: 

1.  All phone numbers we have on file for your child will be called. 
2. If no contact can be made at those numbers, we will continually assure the child that everything 

is ok.  Your child will never be left alone with only one YMCA staff person in attendance. 
3. We will notify the Program Director and call the Branch Executive to determine the appropriate 

next steps, which may include calling police and/or social services.  

 
CAMP GROUPS 
Trekkers: rising K 
Pathfinders: Rising 1st grade 
Discoverers: 2nd grade and rising 3rd grade 
Navigators: rising 4th grade and rising 5th grade  
Trailblazers: rising 6th and rising 7th grade 
Teens: rising 7th grade through rising 10th grade 
L.I.T.: rising 7th grade through rising 10th grade 
 
You will receive a weekly newsletter informing what group your child will be in. Campers may change groups 
during the summer based on birthdays, but will always remain in a group with peers of the same age/ grade. 
Groups are split by grade level, but birthdays are taken into consideration when making weekly groups. 
  

FUN FRIDAY / FIELD TRIPS 
On Fridays Navigators, Trailblazers, and Teens  will depart for their field trip at 10:00 AM and will arrive back 
to camp by 3:00 PM. on Fridays navigators, Trailblazers, and Teens will need their camper shirt which will be 
provided. They will be allowed to bring money with them on Field trips.  
 
While the older half of camp are on their field trip the younger half of camp (Trekkers, Pathfinders, and 
Discoverers) will be participating in fun Friday. During this time campers will engage in camp wide activities 
utilizing the full space for activities such as a bounce house, movie day, on site presentations from outside 
groups. Younger kids will receive their complimentary camp T-shirt.  
 
WEEKLY THEMES 
See the list below of weekly themes for all camp sessions.  To create an outstanding experience for your 
camper we ask that they participate in weekly themes.  During some weeks, we will hand out more details for 
the week and we ask that you encourage your camper to participate by helping them with specific camp 
activities prior to arrival. 
  
Session 1:  Welcome to camp!!!!!! 
Session 2:  Camp Throw Down    
Session 3: Fanville Station 
Session 4: Party in the USA    
Session 5: Challenge Week 
Session 6: Steele Creek Got Talent      
Session 7: Color Me Crazy!!!!!!! 
Session 8: Animal Planet Week   
Session 9: Superhero Week  
Session 10: Birthday Bash  
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Session 11: Wacky Tacky Jammy Jam 

 
SWIMMING 
Swimming and splashing around are a great part of summer camp.  Swim takes place Wednesday and 
Thursday at Camp Thunderbird with rotations from 12:15AM - 2:15PM.  Please keep this in mind when 
making your daily pick-up arrangements.  If you do not want your camper to swim please inform the head 
counselor at rides in.  Specialty and sports camps do not go swimming. 

 
SWIM TEST 
Safety is our top priority at the pool.  Prior to entry into the pool all swimmers 12 years and younger will 
have their swimming ability tested and will be placed into one of three swimming categories designated by 
Green Band, Yellow Band, or Lifejacket.  This test can be done during parent orientation or during camp.  
Swim tests are conducted on Wednesdays during the student’s regular swim time.  There are three levels of 
swim test: 
 
Non Swimmers – 12 year and younger who cannot demonstrate the Green or Yellow Band skills will be 
required to wear a lifejacket. 
Yellow Band – Float horizontal on the back and front and regain a vertical position.  Swim unassisted 
15 feet , without rest. 
Green Band – Complete skills for the yellow band and swim 25 yards unassisted and without resting while 
maintaining a positive body position.  Swimmer jumps into water over his/her head and easily returns to the 
surface.  Tread water one minute. 
 
Swimmers will receive a swim band before they enter the pool.  Any swimmer that is seems to have difficulty 
after receiving a yellow or green band, may be retested. 
  

 
 
ABSENTEE POLICY 
If for some reason you know, in advance, days your child will not be attending camp please inform the 
Director. Refunds will not be issued for the day(s) missed  
 
CUSTODY ISSUES 

In cases of separated or divorced parents, where visitation rights are denied to one parent, we cannot deny 
releasing the child to such parent unless a court decree or separation document is in our file expressly 
forbidding each parent from picking up the child from our program, or from picking up at times not allowed by 
the court decree.  The court decree must also be specific to the rights of visitation on the YMCA/Camp 
Property during camp hours.  The court document must specify in writing that visitation is permitted by the 
non-custodial parent.  Otherwise, visitation WILL NOT BE PERMITTED. 
 
INTOXICATION  
Your child's safety is our priority. At times we are called to make judgments concerning their safety. If a 
YMCA staff member believes that a parent is intoxicated when they arrive to pick-up their child, we will 
detain the child until an alternate plan can be arranged for the transportation of the child and their parent. 
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We will first try to contact another family member or spouse; then one of the emergency contacts listed on 
the child's registration form.  
 
WHAT TO BRING TO CAMP 
 
LUNCH 
Campers will be able to receive lunch for FREE through the CMS lunch Program ( Sessions 2- 9). Lunch menus 
will be available in June.  Please check with the camp office to the dates this program will begin. 
 
There may be other weeks throughout the summer that lunch is not available, please check the lunch 
calendar. 
 
If you choose to pack a nutritious lunch for your camper, include a healthy drink. Camp does not have 
refrigeration for lunches. Please do not send milk or mayonnaise based products. A small cooler with the 
camper’s name works best for packing lunches and drinks. A (frozen) water bottle is recommended.  Also, 
hydrating drinks are recommended instead of carbonated drinks.  Please do not send microwavable items.  
Please note:  Day Camp does provide, free of charge, unlimited water during lunch for all campers.  
  

SNACK 
Each day there will be two snack periods.  One will be in the morning and one in the afternoon.    Please 
remember to pack a snack (one healthy drink, one snack item) for each snack time.  Preschool campers will 
only need one snack and a lunch.  Please send all items in a lunchbox or small cooler with ice packs.  The 
Steele Creek YMCA will not provide a snack for campers.  
 

CLOTHING 

Please dress your child appropriately. You should take into consideration the weather forecast and the camp 
activities.  Campers must wear play clothes to camp and tennis shoes as your camper will be participating in 
outdoor activities.  Campers should also bring a swimsuit and towel each day.  For sanitary reasons, campers 
should not come dressed in their bathing suits.  Also, for safety reasons, sandals are not permitted at camp.   
 

BATHING SUITS 
Please send a bathing suit and towel with your child every Wednesday and Thursday, and field trip day if 
communicated.  Each camp day will include either swimming and/or water activities.  You may send goggles 
with your child as well, however the YMCA will provide all flotation gear.  Please remember to label all items. 
 

SUNSCREEN  
Since kids spend majority of the time outdoors, we are committed to keeping your child safe from the sun.  To 
help prevent sunburn, it is recommended that parents apply sunscreen prior to arriving at camp. Our day 
camp spends a large amount of time in outdoor activities.  Please apply 8-hour sunscreen that will last all 
day, before arriving at camp each day.  In addition, parents should provide campers with sunscreen to keep 
with them throughout the day.  This can be sent in a zip lock bag labeled and given to the counselor or camp 
director.  As needed, staff will aid children in applying sunscreen.   
 
 
WHAT NOT TO BRING 
Camp is a natural setting to retreat from the amenities of electronic technology and get more in touch with 
peers. Toys, radios, electronic games, cellular phones, and iPods do not fit into this setting.  Please leave 
these items at home.  In addition please leave firearms, fireworks, knives, matches, lighters, tobacco 
products, expensive items, illegal drugs, money, trading cards and bad attitudes at home.   
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P: 704-716-4915 
 

Olivia Gant  
Specialty Camp Director  

P: 704-716- 4900 
 

 Jasmine Young  
Preschool Camp Director  

P: 704-716-4900 
 

Chris Goodrum 
Senior Program Director  

P: 704-716-4900 
 

Registrar | Financial 
Olga Rivera 

olga.rivera@ymcacharlotte.org 
P: (704) 716-4902 

           



Steele Creek YMCA
Youth Program Center
at Central Steele Creek
Presbyterian Church
9401 S Tryon Street
Charlotte, NC 28273
704 716 4900 
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h 
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n 
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St

KEY
Enter 

Drop-Off/Pick-Up

Exit

The Gym at Central Steele 
Creek Presbyterian Church

**Drop-Off/Pick-Up will
no longer occur here



Steele Creek YMCA
at Christ the King Church
13501 S Tryon Street 
Charlotte, NC 28278
704 716 4900

South Tryon St

South Tryon St

Wrights Ferry
 Rd

Christ the King Church

KEY
Drop Off And Pick Up

Enter

Exit


